CITY MARKET HOULZ HABS NO. 24~ 14

RICHJACHD, INDIANA H Ay
\»\:5 G L. ‘NvC’ N —I R\.‘:j :::

v R ASTEE S
\ -

PHOYOGRATHS
WRITPEN HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE L.Ta

District No. 24
REDUCED COPIES OF MFEASURED DRAWINGS

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILLINGE SURVSY
HERBERT W, FOLTZ. DISTRLICL OF¥ICE
1034 architects Building, Indiz



HABS
iNDL
| ) 80 R
MARKET HOUSH
RICHMOND, INDIANA
HABS NO.24-14.

ok sk e she R R ke e ok

Gompleted December, 1855

;l?lanned_by James . Smith

Built by John A. McHMinn

‘Dimengions: 24 £+, = 100 £4, % 12 f+t. with
: 6 ¥, Roof projection

Brick congtruction= paved with Paris stone.
Original cost - $1,509.05 |

L . In 1856 the building was eonipped with stalle
Q : - . for butcher’'s market and tfarmers with produce
' : get up their stands outside and sold tfrom
-their wagons. The building is as originally
"built, though the door openinga have been part-
- 1y bricked up, new metal-clad doors in metal
“frames have been subatituted for the old doors,
and recent renairsg and painting as g CWA pro-
Ject have modernized 1% in many resnecta. There
- ‘have heen new roofs but the 6ld roof framing
gtill remaina.

‘Hag always been and is 8till +the property of
the city of Richmond,

~From records in the office of the ity Clerk
ag reported oy E. M. Haas in the RICHMOND
PALLADIUM ANy SUN-TELKGRAPH, Dec. 21, 1933,

{See note book for complets text of report)
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' Market House Built In

1855

F. M. HAAR
The guestion has often been sshed
the writct as to when the Richmaond
market holize was built, hut we weaie
not preparcd to answer definitely
until now,
We asked =

greal many people

who are meove than %G years old, but, cOmSchi to & signed agreement, that

all of Lhemn had the same ansivel,
“It was there as long as we can e
member anything.”

1t was evident thai we'must look !

to other sources, We oxgmined vraus-
fers in the county recorders office.
We found that the market house lot
was  purelinsed by the city from
Nathan Morgan in 1853 for 82,230
and gave five bonds, payable one
eacn yvear for five years {ov the pul-
chuge price, :

It would appesr thal this was a
pretly good price for ground, with-
gut improvements. It extended from
Fifth (o 8ixih #irects and therve was
one building on it. & stape house
stood at the corner of Fifih sireet,
which was used for an
home.

The record of the building of the

market house had Lo be dug out of :that for yvears the Inside of the mai-

the minutes in the city clerk’s office,
and as the minutes wre not indexed iv
jg-mecessary to read them covering
a number of yeals. The ground was
purchased for the bulding of a mar-
et house, bul it wus 1dl npdertaken
uniil two years later. A comrirtee
was appoinied in August, 1835 to
prepare plans and submit them to
council. At the meeling in Aug. 23
Couneilman YVillinm T, Dennis,
chairman of thiz conpiltee submiv-
ted a plan prepaved by James M.
Smith for a- pouse 100 feet long, 24
feet wide and 12 feet high, with roof
projecting six feet over the side-
walk, and the floor to be paved with
‘Paris stong, all Lo be findshed In 840
dayg, .Smith proposcd to build Ciis
ror $1,500 and fake ine city's bonds
tor thar amount, payable 500 per
vear at 6 percent inferest. A mo-
iion. was made that Mr. Smith e
awarded the coptract. '

Tpe Ritdmonn
Vecennen 21,

erphan’ i ghere the ceuncil authorized an e

?&u..fkb VL, e

witss Competition
After some digenssion, Jaowes ML
s Siarr suggested hat the muiter ba
Dadyertized and fet o the lowest bid-
tder, A, Smith objected and stated
hat i the coniract was net Ziven o
{him that evening he wouid not be &
i bidder. My, Starr, however, had him

(if they did not find a lower bidde:x
Pywithin a weekk he would agree io
yiadld, Advertisernenty was published
pin the Palladivm and the Jefferzon-
ian, and bhids were received from six
bididers, The amnounis were not siat-
ed but the bidders were M. (. Arn-
old, John AL McedMlinn, T. (5. Thomp-
son, F. Macke, 8. Stambush, and
- John Veregge, On Sept., 1 {he con-
iract was let lo the lowest bidder
and John dfedling secured 5. An
e in fthe abpnuzi report showed
experndifure for the buliding of the
market house of $1,508.03.

The market hovse was hnilt and
seompleted in Decernber, 1855 Tu ihe
fhuliding thers  wers no  stalis ov

P equipment. We find an itern in 1858

spenditure of $50- to eguip the hous
Clor the nse of butchers, We are told

i ket was used by buichers exclusive-

Iy, and farmers with produce set up!’ . ) T
i stands on the sidewalk, or sold direct! stands there, It SWERE sokd dn :
from their springwagouns as shows YEANs 1o 3t Mary's Cathglie’ shurch

i
!

fin the pieture.
i Al fhe time the house was buiil
gnf the Palladivm, city clerk;
I Bufiring, treasurer; William
bmerman, marshall; eouncilmen were

{ Samuet Lyndes, J. H. Hutton, Lewis
PEuwrk, James M, #Star, W, T. Daennis
fand Janmies M. Smith. These were Al

“prominent. men who laid toundations

“tor our gity when the popitiation wag
less than 3,600, The {irsl railcoad had

just been built, the aid raill tenge of -
the Roberts farm -cameé down to |

- Hlevenih and Main sireets, and the
courthonse was gt in Centerville
*The Tirst” public school honse was
“padt at the same time as 1he movket
 nouse on Morth FEighth sireet.

Sun - TEuLe A
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s where Lewis Burk,

Fohn Finley was mayor; Hen Davig, pleted, Wo cannol aseertain \».'!.n::l.h_er”
John
Zi-

1J. BR. Mendenhall, Thomas Roberts,

The bnilding of the present mar-

ket house in 1855 was not the first

_public mavket of the city, Owing io !
ihe ahsence of records for the e
cihat the village was unincorporated.
‘and the absence of regulery- kepl’
inewspaper files, .we were unable 1o
{locate any of the places whepe aigh
markets wers kept. We know that
ithere were suckh markels, as (o the
P first minntes of the couneil after the
fown was incorporated in 1839, an
eatimaie of receipls for market( stalls
ak %50 for the year. In 1844 we find
Jthat stails sold at $3 a piece and in
[ 1846, William Brady, chairman of a
Peomunittee to investigzie the condi-
tion. of the market house repovied
tthat “They found the hous=e in a very
i fitthy condltion, entirely wunfit. for
nolding market in”
i Furchases Lot .
© We also find a minute in 1854
proposés to-buy
in Iot set apart for a publie market
; 8t the corner of Beéventh -and Novin
A streets for the purpose of bulid- :
jing a Lutheran church. The samao
was sold to him hy the eity for 34460, ¢
Thig was the vear after the city had -
i bought the ot for a market site from!
| Nale Morgan, The Lutherans built,
ithe ehurch on thiz jot and iostili
in leter

iwho held services
! v, i a
when thelr new  churen

ihere unlil 1813
W eom-

fthis lot was used for wurdel’ pur< -
cposds, 1L owas used for ot dooy as- |
igembiles. The ITemyy Clsy  medting:
iwas there and i has beeemaa
smarked by s menument wiiers

Lincident of rationa! imporianes 100k

lace, :
Tlie - architeetnre’ of the
[ house. wos. Deyver’
whs firsl constimeted i
ife civie work plogram -mikde
ic possible to vepaif it aund patng 5t
(it was ngain brought to an attenelive.
tate with its. bright celors rbd nése
lighting -as it uost have hpogared
Lo eitizens T9 yearg ago, A 8

bricks had o0 be insertad whe
ones had. crumbied, but . othe
you will fing the awplE and tim

the same lhay 4 ;
the heginging,

- paid for the




